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Agenda

Lunch, followed by the ‘Citizen Science for
Sustainability’ event at 2.30pm

1-2pm

Prof. J. Petts
(chair)

Plenary discussion: Future prospects for
public engagement with renewable energy

12-1pm

Break for tea and coffee11.40

Patrick
Devine-Wright

The case studies and project conclusions11.10

Prof. Gordon
Walker

Conceptual framework and study of
conceptions of public engagement

10.40

Dr. Patrick
Devine-Wright

Introduction to the Beyond Nimbyism
research project

10.30



Beyond Nimbyism project
• Six UK Universities (Lancaster, Loughborough,

Manchester, Northumbria, Strathclyde and Surrey)
• Multidisciplinary team drawn from Psychology, Geography,

Political Science, Sociology and Engineering
• Focus upon

– public engagement, since many experts have claimed that
engagement is key to increasing acceptance

– large-scale, developer-led energy projects rather than
community/household scale initiatives

• ‘Beyond Nimbyism’ project title reflects that:
– many social scientists have been critical of the use of the ‘NIMBY’

term to describe public opposition
– as a project team, we have not conceived the project as one that

aims to ‘reduce’ local opposition



Dynamic policy environment
• Proposal submitted against the backdrop of the 2003

Energy White Paper
– Nuclear energy an ‘unattractive option’
– Aim for 20% UK electricity supply from renewable energy by 2020

• Since 2003, policy has evolved
– DTI became DBERR became DECC
– Nuclear power ‘back on the agenda’
– Legal ruling that Government consultation was ‘procedurally unfair’
– Binding EU targets for emissions reduction across heat, electricity

and transport sectors
– Acceptance of 60% emissions reduction target by 2050
– Planning Act 2008 with an independent ‘Infrastructure Planning

Commission’ for large-scale energy infrastructure
– The ‘Big Energy Shift’ public dialogue
– Media reports of ‘socially unacceptable’ opposition to wind farms



Project aims
• To significantly extend the current research base by

examining a range of forms of technology which are
expected to figure in the UK renewable energy profile

• To develop a sophisticated understanding of public
responses to such technologies in different contexts and
the way in which strategies of communication, participation
and engagement may shape these responses

• To provide an integrated framework for understanding
public engagement with diverse renewable energy
technologies

• To use this framework to suggest how a constructive
dialogue can be better facilitated between publics and
other stakeholders about renewable energy



Our approach to researching
‘public engagement’

• The outcome of the interaction between
two processes:

1. How industry and policy actors conceive and
engage with diverse publics

2. How local residents conceive and respond to
a) specific projects and b) the engagement
activities undertaken during those projects by
developers and other organisations



Work streams

1. Literature review
2. Development of conceptual framework
3. Study of conceptions of public

engagement with renewable energy
4. Case studies of specific renewable energy

projects
• Project team guided by an Advisory Panel

and Practitioner Workshop



Dissemination
• Presentations (e.g. Welsh Assembly 5th May)
• Summary reports

– Project overall
– Each case study project (x 10)

• Project website
– Literature review working papers
– Details of journal articles, book chapters
– Summary reports (after May 26th)

• Earthscan book on ‘Renewable Energy and
the Public’ to be published in 2010



Project website

www.sed.manchester.ac.uk/beyond_nimybism/


