
We invite you to explore the creative connections of the South West regional creative 
economy. This event will bring together creative practitioners, creative administrators, 
policy makers and academics to discuss the challenges of the creative sector in the 
South West of Britain.

Thursday 16 September 2010 (Postponed from 26 April 2010)

University of Exeter
09:30 – 10:00 Coffee and registration
10:00 – 12:00 Theme One: Networks and Clusters
12:00 – 13:00  Keynote lecture by Professor Declan McGonagle, Director, National 

College of Art and Design, Dublin: ‘From the Vertical to the Horizontal: 
Rethinking Models of Practice and Distribution’ 

13.00 – 14:00 Lunch
14:00 – 16:00   Theme Two: Complex Markets 
16:00 – 17:00 Round Table Panel and Discussion: Critical Creative Connections

Critical Creative Connections

Helping knowledge-based 
businesses succeed.

CriTiCal 
CrEaTivE 

ConnECTionS

CLiCK HeRe 
to book your 
place on this 
FRee event

www.exeter.ac.uk/store/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&prodid=31&deptid=20


This event is part of a three year research project that explores what it 

means to be a creative practitioner, administrator or policy maker within 

the South West.  over the last 36 months David Harvey, nicola Thomas 

and Harriet Hawkins (School of Geography, University of Exeter) have 

spoken to creative practitioners, administrators and policy makers from 

across the sector. 

During this research two themes have emerged, which connect all 

stakeholders:

•    the potential and challenges of creative networks and clusters

•     the need to negotiate complex markets

 During this event we would like to present our findings and invite 

participants to reflect on these two themes, share experiences and 

deepen the connections between stakeholders in the creative sector.

 

Connections 
matter.



Networks and Clusters
our research has explored the way in which the 

creative sector in the South West is connected 

through a variety of networks and creative clusters.  

Everyone is aware of the challenges and benefits 

of connecting people. indeed, such connections are 

seen as essential for developing creative practices, 

reinforcing the region’s creative reputation, and 

the successful generation of a sustainable creative 

economy. The sort of networks and clusters that work 

to cement these connections remains a question 

needing interrogation.

Complex Markets  
Within our research, strengthening market 

opportunities for the region’s practitioners emerged 

as a key area of concern for creative practitioners, 

administrators and policy stakeholders. The 

challenges of this, particularly in the current economic 

downturn, are fully recognised. Whilst acknowledging 

important local, regional and national markets, 

calls for internationalism and taking advantage of 

e-commerce platforms for instance, bring forward 

challenges to policy makers and practitioners alike. 

How to connect South West makers into markets 

within and beyond the region in meaningful ways, in 

changing times, remains an open question.

Themes for the event



To sign up to this complimentary event, please register at:  

www.exeter.ac.uk/store/browse/extra_info.asp?compid=1&modid=2&prodid=31&deptid=20

all guests at this event must rSvP with a short biography outlining their making practices or 

their work within the creative sector.  

For further infomation please see the project website: 

www.exeter.ac.uk/geography/creativeindustries 

or contact:

Pete Hodges

email: p.j.m.hodges@exeter.ac.uk

There are a small number of travel bursaries available, if you would like to apply for these please 

rSvP by 1 august 2010 detailing approximate travel costs. 

When confirming your attendance, please notify us of your method of transport to the University. 

our campus is undergoing extensive development which is limiting car parking, so we would ask 

that you consider other options such as our excellent train links. We are able to assist you with 

transport and accommodation if you wish. 

Directions to the campus can be found at: 

www.exeter.ac.uk/visit/directions/streathammap
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